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this young woman (as manner is in brides ye wot well) was at
night brought to bed with honest women. And then after that
went the bridegroom to bed, and every body went their ways, and
left them twain there alone. And the same night, yet abide let
me not lie, now in faith to say the truth I am not very sure of the
time, but surely as it appeared afterward, it was of likelihood the
same night, or some other time soon after, except it happened a
little before.

" No force for the time (quod he).

"Truth (quod I), and as for the matter, all the parish will
testify for truth, the woman was known for so honest. But for the
conclusion, the seed of them twain turned in the woman's body,
first into blood, and after into shape of manchild. And then
waxed quick, and she great therewith. And was within the year
delivered of a fair boy, and forsooth it was not then (for I saw it
myself) passing the length of a foot. And I am sure he has grown
now an inch longer than I.

" How long is it ago ? (quod he).

" By my faith (quod I) about twenty-one years.

66 Tush ! (quod he), this is a worthy miracle !

" In good faith (quod I), never wist I that any man could tell
that he had any other beginning. And methinketh that this is as
great a miracle as the raising of a dead man." [Book L, Chapter 10.]

Diabolical Possession was a rag of the old abomination, which
this Contunder of Heresies thought himself obliged no less to wrap
tightly about the loins of his faith, than any of the splendiores
panni of the old red Harlot. But (read with allowance for the belief
of the times) the narrative will be found affecting, particularly in
what relates to the parents of the damsel, " rich, and sore abashed/'

------"Amongst which (true miracles) I durst boldly tell you

for one, the wonderful work of God, that was within these few
years wrought, in the house of a right worshipful knight, Sir Roger
Wentworth, upon divers of his children, and specially one of his
daughters, a very fair young gentlewoman of twelve years of age,
in marvellous manner vexed and tormented by our ghostly enemy
the devil, her mind alienated and raving with despising and blas-
phemy of God, and hatred of all hallowed things, with knowledge
and perceiving of the hallowed from the unhallowed, all were she
nothing warned thereof. And after that moved in her own mind,
and monished by the will of God, to go to our Lady of Ippis-
witche. In the way of which pilgrimage, she prophesied and told
many things done and said at the same time in other places, which
were proved true, and many things said, lying in her trance, of
such wisdom and learning, that right cunning men highly marvelled